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One of the most enduringly popular adventure tales, Treasure Island began in 1881 as a serialized

adventure entitled "The Sea-Cook" in the periodical Young Folks. Completed during a stay at

Davos, Switzerland, where Stevenson had gone for his health, it was published in 1883 in the form

we know today.Set in the eighteenth century, Treasure Island spins a heady tale of piracy, a

mysterious treasure map, and a host of sinister characters charged with diabolical intentions. Seen

through the eyes of Jim Hawkins, the cabin boy of the Hispaniola, the action-packed adventure tells

of a perilous sea journey across the Spanish Main, a mutinyÂ  led by the infamous Long John

Silver, and a lethal scramble for buried treasure on an exotic isle.Rich in atmosphere and character,

Treasure Island continues to mesmerize readers with its perceptive viewsÂ of the changing nature

of human motives.
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I evaluated three series of abridged/paraphrased classics: Great Illustrated Classics, Stepping

Stones, and Classic Starts. I specifically read Treasure Island in all three versions, but also

evaluated the Jungle Book and other stories in at least two of the versions.Great Illustrated Classics

is in between the others in length and complexity of sentence structures. It's not as easy to read as

Stepping Stones but offers a slightly better story by virtue of more adjectives, adverbs and clauses

in the sentence structure. The language is still more basic than Classic Starts, and the story suffers

some because detail is left out that would embellish it. GIC may be the best series for children



readers.Personally, I bought the books intending to read to my kingergarten age children, rather

than have them read. We found the Classic Starts to have by far the best versions of the stories,

notwithstanding the originals which are just too long for us, in language that is hard to be

understood.So far, with the children, we finished Call of the Wild, are half-way through the Jungle

Book, and started Treasure Island. Previously we've read books like those of Beverly Cleary and

the Little House series, besides hundreds of basically picture books (think Virginia Lee Burton, H. A.

Rey etc.) The classics have a little bolder story lines, and these abridged series make them more

accessible.Note that the illustrations are poor and don't really add anything. These are just

paraphrased classic stories. The illustrations in GIC are the least appealing and not any more

frequent than those in Classic Starts. If you want lots of illustrations, try Illustrated Classics (comic

book versions).
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